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SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF POWER DURING PRESIDENT'S ABSENCE 

1. PRESIDENTIAL SPOKESMAN CARLOS AGUIRRE ANNOUNCED FEBRUARY 28TH 
THAT PRESIDENT RODRIGUEZ, DEPARTING SUNDAY MARCH 2 FOR THE OPEC 
SUMMIT CONFERENCE IN ALGIERS, WILL LEAVE DEFENSE MINISTER 
GENERAL MARCO ALMEIDA IN CHARGE OF THE GOVERNMENT DURING RODRI 
GUEZ' ABSENCE. 

2. FROM A CONSTITUTIONAL STANDPOINT, POWER SHOULD THEORETICALLY 
HAVE GONE TO MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT, NAVY ADMIRAL POVEDA. PASSING 
OVER POVEDA TO LEAVE ALMEIDA IN CHARGE, WITH A PRESUMABLY TRUSTED 
(NEWLY APPOINTED BY RODRIGUEZ) GENERAL MOREJON AS AIR FORCE CHIEF, 
THUS LEAVES THE ECUADOREAN ARMY FIRMLY IN CONTROL DURING THE 
PRESIDENT'S ABSENCE. 

3. THE PRESIDENT IS TAKING WITH HIM AIR FORCE GENERAL (AND 
CHIEF OF THE ECUADOREAN JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF) JORGE IZURIETA, 

THUS LEADING TO SPECULATION THAT BOTH (PRESENTLY THE EQUIVALENT 
OF BRIGADIER GENERALS) WILL BE PROMOTED TO GENERALS OF 
DIVISION (PRESUMPTIVE EQUIVALENT OF MAJOR GENERAL). 

BOTH ARE PRESENTLY OUTRANKED BY SEVERAL OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE RULING JUNTA, INCLUDING ALMEIDA. PROMOTING THEM 
IN THEIR ABSENCE WOULD RESOLVE THE STICKY PROBLEM OF 
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THEIR APPEARING TO PROMOTE THEMSELVES. HIGHLY UNLIKELY 
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THAT ANYONE WILL BE FOOLED ANYWAY. 
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